
 

 

Originally brought to BC from Asia as a garden ornamental, Giant 

Hogweed has escaped from its garden bed and has started 

taking over roadsides, riverbanks and other disturbed areas. Also 

known as Giant Cow Parsnip, it spreads through human action, 

usually in contaminated garden debris, soil and gravel. 

Identification 

Giant Hogweed can grow up to 6 m tall! It has hollow green 

stems with reddish-purple spots. Leaves can be up to 1.5 m 

across, deeply lobed and coarsely-toothed giving the plant a 

spiky appearance. Small white flowers form umbrella shaped 

flower heads that can be up to 1  m across. It can be confused 

with Cow Parsnip, Queen Anne ’s lace, Palmate coltsfoot or 

Gunnera. 

Why is Giant Hogweed a problem? 

PUBLIC HEALTH HAZARD: if  sap contacts skin and is 

exposed to UV radiation (sunlight) it causes painful 

chemical burns—blistering, scarring and temporary or 

permanent blindness. Wash skin well with soap and 

water if exposed to sap. keep affected area out of 

sunlight, and treat as surface burn. Avoid sunlight for 1-

2 weeks to prevent blistering. 

Invasive Plant Species: 

Giant Hogweed 
(Heracleum mantegazzianum) 

If you suspect a plant is 

Hogweed, do not touch 

without protection! 

NOTICE 

Cow Parsnip, a Vancouver 

island native species, is very 

commonly misidentified as 

Giant Hogweed . To 

differentiate between the 

two, please look at the 

leaves and stems. 

The leaves on cow parsnip 

are not as aggressively 

serrated leaves (see photo A, 

cow parsnip leaf). 

Cow parsnip stems are usually just green with some purple 

spotting (see photo B). While giant hogweed has hairy 

stems covered in purple splotches. 

 

A 
B 



 

 

Control of Giant Hogweed on Your Property 

 
It is important to take the proper safety precautions when working with Giant Hogweed. Its 

phototoxic sap can cause blistering and scarring of the skin if exposed to sunlight. Safety 

equipment should include long pants and sleeves (no cotton or linen), waterproof coveralls or  

raingear, heavy waterproof gloves, rubber boots, goggles and sunblock to be applied to any 

areas with exposed skin. If possible, treatments should be conducted on cloudy days to further 

reduce risk of burns. If an entire treatment is not possible before the plants go to seed it is 

important to remove the flower heads to prevent further spread.  

Small populations (<100 plants) - manually cut roots at least 8-12 cm below the soil surface, 

once in spring (early April/mid May) and again in early summer (July). It is recommended that 

you avoid pulling the whole root because soil disturbance may create favorable conditions for 

other seeds stored in the soil. 

Large populations (>100 plants) - if possible, mow repeatedly before plants go to seed. This 

process may have to be repeated for 1 -5 years as plants will continue to re-sprout from the 

taproot; however, consistent repeated treatments will eventually weaken and kill the plants.   

Remember to wash all equipment, mulch deeply (30-40 cm) and monitor sites regularly for 

any sign of regrowth after treatments have been completed. 

For more information on how to treat Giant Hogweed contact the Municipality of North 
Cowichan’s Environmental Department. 

Proper Disposal 

For safe disposal, place plant material in garbage bags labeled “invasive species,” tied off using 

a gooseneck tie and zap strap and take to Bings Creek Solid Waste Management Facility (3900 

Drinkwater Road, Duncan)  or Peerless Road Drop-off Depot (10830 Peerless Road, Ladysmith). 

Need help identifying potential invasive 
species on your property? Email us a 
picture! 

 

Contact us: 

E  environment@northcowichan.ca 

Giant Hogweed seeds can remain 
viable in the soil for up to 15 

A single plant can produce 

up to 100,000 seeds  

For more information on 
invasive plant species visit: 

www.northcowichan.ca/Plants  

Invasive Species Council of BC (ISC)  

https://bcinvasives.ca/  

Reporting Invasive Species 

www.gov.bc.ca/invasive-species  


